
Air Mobility Command Museum Dover AFB, DE Free flight 
simulators, guided tours inside giant military aircraft, military history 

exhibits and more. http://www.amcmuseum.org/visit/ 

Delaware Children's Museum Wilmington, DE The Delaware 
Children's Museum "Salute our Troops" program provides ONE free 

admission for any active duty or veteran military personnel and one 
guest. http://www.delawarechildrensmuseum.org/ 

Delaware Museum of Natural History Wilmington, DE Free 
admission for active military personnel who present current military 
identification upon entry; not valid for family members or other 

visitors in party. http://www.delmnh.org/ 

Historic Hale Byrnes House Newark, DE Free admission to our 

Revolutionary War Round Table programs and Holiday House Tour. 

http://halebyrnes.org/ 
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There are many great events and 

programs going on that support 

the Families, Youth and 

Members of the Delaware 

National Guard, but finding out 

about these treasures is not 

always easy.  One of the best 

ways to learn about these events 

are through email blasts.  

Parents should be on my Guard 

Family email list so that they  

receive all the details.  Youth 

should be on my JC/Teen 

Council email list as well.  Like 

Snail Mail? Contact me and I can 

mail you info on big events and 

important happenings.  Want 

more ways to connect? 

Delaware National Guard has a 

Facebook page and a Twitter 

account!  The new, cool 

Delaware National Guard 

website has its own Youth page 

so you can go and download 

flyers and registrations for Y.P. 

events.  There is also a media 

and picture section. 

G e t t i n g  i n f o r m e d  ( W h a t  y o u  N e e d  t o  K n o w )  

D e l a w a r e  B l u e  S t a r  M u s e u m s  

Blue Star Museums is a partnership among Blue Star Families, the National Endowment 

for the Arts, and more than 1,500 museums in all 50 states that offers free admission to 

military personnel and their families from Memorial Day through Labor Day.  Many of 

the participating museums are continuing to offer programs for military families through-

out the winter and spring of 2011/2012. www.bluestarfam.org/ 

Check back in the spring of 2012 for details on year three of Blue Star Museums! 

http://www.amcmuseum.org
http://www.amcmuseum.org/visit/
http://www.delawarechildrensmuseum.org
http://www.delmnh.org
http://www.halebyrnes.org


Operation: Military Kid ( OMK ) Upcoming event schedule 
Babysitter/First Aid/ CPR Training - Kent County  

From: 2/3/2012 5:00 PM  To: 2/4/2012 5:00 PM  

Location: UDel Paradee Building, 69 Transportation Circle, Dover, DE 19901  

Youth aged 12- adult will be trained in caring for children and infants, keeping the children and themselves safe, and 

problem solving techniques. They will also become certified by the Red Cross in CPR and First Aid. The training is split 

into two days: Babysitting-- Friday, January 6 5:00 PM- 9:00 PM and CPR/First Aid--Saturday, January 7 9:00 AM- 

5:00 PM. .  

Sussex County Winter Fun Day  

From: 1/14/2012 10:45 AM  To: 1/14/2012 1:00 PM  

Location: UDEL Research and Education Center, 16483 County Seat Highway Georgetown , DE 19947  

Youth aged 5-10 will enjoy a fun-filled day exploring the aspects of 4-H, by doing hands-on projects and arts & crafts to 

name a few. There will be lunch provided at this free event, but space is limited so please pre-register by January 6, 

2012. A registration form is available at http://rec.udel.edu/Extension/4H/newsletter/winter11_12.pdf 

OMK Youth Family Day  

From: 1/15/2012 2:00 PM  To: 1/15/2012 6:00 PM  

Location: Lake Forest High School  

Youth will learn to prepare a food dish from a different country and bring it to the International Foods Festival on Sun-

day, January 15, 2012. They can also choose to dress up like a person might dress from that country but this is not re-

quired. After the international dinner that is enjoyed by all families, some of the youth may choose to perform in the 

Share the Fun Talent Show. There are limited spots in the talent show so you must register as soon as possible.  

OMK Inventors Day Camp  

From: 1/16/2012 9:00 AM  To: 1/16/2012 4:00 PM  

Location: UD Paradee Center, 69 Transportation Circle, Dover, DE 19901  

Youth aged 5-18 will enjoy celebrating Martin Luther King by becoming an inventor for a day! Youth will participate in 

hands-on science activities and experiments.  

Day Camp Counselor Training  

From: 2/16/2012 6:30 PM  To: 2/16/2012 8:00 PM  

Location: UD Paradee Center, 69 Transportation Circle, Dover, DE 19901                                                                 

Teens will expand their knowledge in how to be an effective Camp Counselor. They will learn decision making, how to 

interact with youth, and be positive role models to their peers.  

OMK Youth Day  

From: 2/19/2012 2:00 PM  To: 2/19/2012 5:00 PM  

Location: UDEL PARADEE 69 Transportation Circle, Dover, DE 19901  

Military youth aged 5-18 will enjoy participating in deployment related activities, health and fitness, and hands-on pro-

jects; including archery, arts & crafts, and community service projects 

For more information contact Rhonda at delawaremilitary4h@gmail.com or 302-730-4000 

Registration form website: http://ag.udel.edu/extension/4h/4hmilitary/index.htm 

Information for Child Care Providers 

who serve any Military Youth in Delaware 

Service Members and Significant Others should information their child care provider that they 

may be eligible for select free òlevel 2ó classes through the UD Cooperative Extension and online 

through a grant expanding child care services and training.   

POC: Kathleen Splane Office: (302) 730-4000 or Email: Ksplane@udel.edu 



Governor's Outstanding Volunteer Awards 

Congratulations to Mr. Ernie 

Colwell for being one of the 2011 

award recipients! 

 

Ernest Colwell, 1SG (RET) 
Human Needs 
Nominator: Judith Pelkey, Camp Colwell Volunteer 
Ernest Colwell founded Camp Colwell, a Delaware 
National Guard Youth Camp in 2000 after identify-
ing a recurring need of support for youth with a 
family member in the Guard. Ernest, or Mr. Ernie 
as he is affectionately known throughout the 
camp, is involved in every aspect of the camp, do-
nating more than 1,100 hours of service a year. 
Since its inception, the camp has grown from 25 
youth to 80 campers, 50 junior counselors and 66 
volunteer camp staff. 

25 People Who Matter In Delaware 

To view the interview with Mr. Ernie Colwell 

http://www.delawareonline.com/videonetwork/326277923001/25-Who-Matter-Ernie-Colwell 

Delaware people: Ernie Colwell just wants to give back 

To view the article: 

http://www.delawareonline.com/article/20100801/NEWS02/8010362/Delaware-people-Ernie-Colwell-just-wants-give-back 



From the Desk of Ernie Colwell, Camp Director &  

LTC Valentine Miller, JC Commander  

 

 

Dear members of the DNG Junior Counselor Corps,  

The volunteers of Camp Colwell are well underway in planning your Delaware National 

Guard Youth Camp 2012!  The dates are July 8 -14, 2012.  There are some exciting changes 

and opportunities for all of our youth.   

One of the biggest changes will affect all 17 year olds.  17 year olds will no longer partici-

pate in the Junior Counselor Corps, but they will have an opportunity, if selected, to be-

come part of a Mentorship Program.   

These 17 year olds, as well as 18 year olds are still a very important part of our DNG Youth 

Camp.  This program will provide further leadership development for this age group.  At 

this point, key factors that are being developed are:  

Specific mentorship training  

Not paying camp fee  

Billeting  

JC Commander recommendation  

Youth who will be 17 by July 8, 2012 should be engaged with Youth Programs and the JC / 

Teen Council meetings so they have input into the mentorship program and are aware of 

the application process and dates.  

For JC Corps youth under the age of 17 there will be a few changes in the application proc-

ess.  There will be point based system to earn your way into the JC Corps.  As this is being 

developed over the next few months one thing will be for sureéit will not be a òfirst come 

first serveó program! JCs must attend meetings, volunteer for DNG Family Programs, par-

ticipate in DNG Youth Programs and/or Operation: Military Kids (OMK) programs, take 

babysitting and CPR classes and be in good standing in your community.  If, you are an out 

of state youth, then you will need to provide us documentation of how you participate in 

Youth Programs and/or OMK programs, school and community projects in your state.  

As a reminder, the JC Corps meets as part of the overall State Teen Council for the Dela-

ware National Guard.  Our State Teen Council does not have any age limitations; 

simply that upon 18 years of age the teen would be a more active volunteer, men-

tor and leader than an attendee.   Seventeen and eighteen year old youth are still 

wanted and welcomed to participate in DNG Youth Programs.   Youth 13 and up are 

highly encouraged to attend the JC/Teen Council meetings.  This group not only plans JC 

program activities, but year round happenings for all of Delaware National Guard Youth.  

There are about four meetings a year and it is important for you to attend so you can be a 

part of the decision making process!  

For youth ages 13 to 16 attending Camp Colwell 

Next meeting: February 26, 2012 

Smyrna Readiness Center 1:00 -3:00pm  



2012 Scholarships for Military Children opens Dec. 1  
By Tammy L. Read, DeCA marketing and mass communications specialist 
FORT LEE, Va. ð 2011 Scholarships for Military Children recipient Jordan Cherry said receiving extra money 
for college lightened her financial load. 
 òThis scholarship definitely decreases the financial burden of school, which we all know is a big benefit,ó she said. 
Applications for the 2012 Scholarships for Military Children Program will be available starting Dec. 1 at commissaries 
worldwide as well as online through a link on http://www.commissaries.com and directly at http://
www.militaryscholar.org. 
 Awards will be based on funds available, but the program awards at least one $1,500 scholarship to a student at 
each commissary. Scholarships are funded by donations from commissary vendors, manufacturers, brokers, suppliers and 
the general public. Every dollar donated goes directly to funding scholarships. No taxpayer dollars are expended on the 
scholarship program. 
 If there are no eligible applicants from a particular commissary, the funds designated for that commissary are used 
to award an additional scholarship at another store.  The scholarship program was created to recognize military familiesõ 
contributions to the readiness of U.S. armed forces and the commissaryõs role in the military community. Since the pro-
gram began in 2000, it has awarded more than $9.3 million in scholarships to 6,069 military children from 62,000-plus 
applicants. 
 òWhile these numbers are impressive, whatõs even more impressive is what past scholarship recipients are doing 
with their education,ó said Defense Commissary Agency Director and CEO Joseph H. Jeu. òMany recipients have entered a 
wide range of career fields such as teaching, business, law and military service ð to name just a few. Many others have 
earned advanced degrees. They are making their way in this world, and they are making a difference.ó 
 To be eligible for a scholarship, the student must be a dependent, unmarried child, no older than 21 ð or 23, if 
enrolled as a full-time student at a college or university ð of a service member on active duty, reservist, guardsman, retiree 
or survivor of a military member who died while on active duty or survivor of a retiree. Eligibility is determined using the 
Defense Enrollment Eligibility Reporting System database. 
 Applicants should ensure that they, as well as their sponsor, are enrolled in the DEERS database and have a current 
military ID card. The applicant must also be planning to attend or already attending an accredited college or university, full 
time, in the fall of 2012 or be enrolled in a program of studies designed to transfer directly into a four-year program. 
Applicants must submit an essay on a topic which will be available Dec. 1 on http://www.militaryscholar.org. Applica-

tions must be turned in to a commissary by close of business Feb. 24, 2012. 
 The scholarship program is administered by Fisher House Foundation, a nonprofit organization that pro-
vides assistance to service members and their families. Scholarship Managers, a national, nonprofit, scholarship-
management services organization, evaluates applications and awards these scholarships. If students have questions 
about the scholarship program application, call Scholarship Managers at 856-616-9311 or email. 

Do you know an outstanding youth volunteer  or group of youth volunteers? 
 

If so, the State Office of Volunteerism is now accepting nominations for the 2012 Governor's Youth Volunteer Service 

Awards!!! 

 

If you know a youth who achieves over 50 yearly volunteer hours or a group that has 100 plus volunteer hours then there 

is a great possibility he or she would be eligible for the Governor's Youth Volunteer Award. 

 

If the youth meets the criteria for nomination I would be very willing to write any letters of recommendation needed or 

would provide support to the nomination packet if possible. 

 

I know many of our Guard Youth do amazing work in their own community as well as volunteering for DNG Family Pro-

grams or in their parent's unit/squadron.  We would love to showcase an outstanding Youth Guard Family Member in 
2012! 

 

Check out the website for the nomination form that details all the criteria and supporting documents needed. Deadline for 

submission is February 13, 2012.  Volunteer Delaware:  http://www.volunteerdelaware.org/HOC__Latest_News 

 

http://www.commissaries.com/annual_campaigns/index.cfm
http://www.militaryscholar.org
http://www.militaryscholar.org
http://www.militaryscholar.org
mailto:militaryscholar@scholarshipmanagers.com


Online program helps military children SOAR in school, life 
September 15, 2011 

By Brandon Bosworth, U.S. Army Garrison-Hawaii Public Affairs Contributing Writer SCHOFIELD BARRACKS, Ha-

waii, Sept. 15, 2011 -- The School Age Center here recently hosted a presentation about the Student Online Achievement 

Resource, or SOAR, Program.  

 

SOAR is a free online program that helps parents play an active role in their children's education. SOAR was designed 

for military families worldwide and for classmates of military family members in schools serving military installations.  

Currently, SOAR has more than 60,000 users. 

 

"Kids in military families are always moving to different schools," said Barbara Adams, director, Resources for the Mili-

tary Impacted Schools Association. "Most kids are left on their own to fill in the gaps and catch up. SOAR helps them 

cope with different curriculum." Adams was guest speaker at the event. 

 

To help make the transition from one school system to another easier, SOAR maintains assessments aligned to different 

state standards. For example, a student entering the Hawaii school system can go to the SOAR website and take a 30-

question assessment based on Hawaii educational standards in math and language arts.  

 

After completing an assessment, SOAR will then direct the student to special tutorials to help him or her improve spe-

cific skills as needed. SOAR also offers tips for parents who want to help their children in their studies. 

 

Currently, SOAR is primarily targeting students in second grade through high school. However, Adams said "preschool 

programs are being added." In addition, the SOAR website features ACT and SAT prep courses provided by Princeton 

Review. While these courses can normally cost several hundred dollars, they are free to SOAR users.  Plus, the SOAR 

Program is easy to use.  

 

"Parents just need to go to the website and register their children," Adams said. "It takes about 45 seconds." 

One of the biggest proponents for SOAR, locally, is Rep. Mark Takai, who is a school liaison for the Hawaii Army Na-

tional Guard, as well as a member himself.   "The military is so important and does so much for us," Takai said. "As a 

legislator, one of my main areas of focus is on education for military families."  Takai sees SOAR as a way to make 

things easier for kids who find themselves constantly moving. "Whether it is moving next door or across the globe, the 

transition can be stressful," Takai explained. "With SOAR, it doesn't have to be."  Sign up for SOAR at 

www.SoarAtHome.com. 

Military Family Life Consultants in Delaware  

 
The goal of a Military Family Life Consultant (MFLC) is to prevent Family distress by providing education and informa-
tion on Family dynamics, parenting strategies, available support services, the effects of stress, and positive coping mecha-
nisms. MFLCs provide anonymous and confidential assistance to Soldiers and their Families in problem solving issues re-
sulting from deployment, reunions, reintegration, and/or other times of change. Consultants are licensed clinicians with 
a Masters Degree and at least five years of experience in social work, counseling, or a related clinical discipline. Consult-
ants are trained on military specific topics regarding the deployment cycle and military culture. MFLCs also provide fi-
nancial counseling which includes how to manage expenses, save appropriately, and how to budget wisely. The program 
has more than 250 consultants assisting the needs of active duty, National Guard and Reserve Component members and 
their Families with everyday issues.  

Karen S. Burnett (Service Members, Spouses and Families) Cell: (302) 416-2870 or Email: Karen.S.Burnett@mhn.com   

Ronald Garcia (Child/Youth Behavior) Cell: (302) 650-7281 or Email: Ronald.x.williams-garcia@healthnet.com  

Jarrod Barton (Financial) Cell: (302) 272-0726 or Email: Jarrod.N.Baront@healthnet.com  

http://www.army.mil/search/articles/index.php?search=Brandon+Bosworth,+U.S.+Army+Garrison-Hawaii+Public+Affairs+Contributing+Writer


Patricia Crilley 

Child, Youth and School Support 

Program Director (Contractor) 

103 Artisan Drive  

Smyrna Readiness Center 

Smyrna, DE 19977 

Tel: 302-326-7518 

Mobile: 302-943-0752 

E-mail: patricia.crilley@us.army.mil 

Delaware national 

guard office of the 

joint warrior and 

Family Readiness  
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Teen Weekend 

March 2010  

 

NASA Space Camp Scholarship offered to 
Military Children 

12/28/2011 - JOINT BASE CHARLESTON, S.C. -- -- NASA Space Camp is a place of learn-
ing where children come together for a journey they will never forget. For many, it is a life-
changing event - helping them make decisions about their educational and vocational careers. 
This extraordinary adventure teaches our youth about astronauts and space travel and so 
much more. They learn leadership and they develop bonds of friendship that can last a life-
time.  
 
The Military Child Education Coalition has created a Space Camp scholarship program in 
memory of one of America's bright young military children, Bernard Curtis Brown II. Bernard 
was the 11 year-old son of Chief Petty Officer and Mrs. Bernard Curtis Brown, who died tragi-
cally Sept. 11, 2001, when the hijacked airliner on which he was a passenger crashed into the 
Pentagon in Washington, D.C. At the time, Bernard was on his way to California to represent 
his school at a National Geographic event.  
 
Bernard's parents agreed to allow the MCEC to honor Bernard's memory with this scholarship 
to provide other military-connected children with the opportunity to experience the worlds of 
science and learning and share their experiences of service to the nation as proud members 
of Military Families. 
 
Space Camp is a five-day program that shows youngsters to experience first-hand what it 
takes to be an astronaut. Activities include simulated Space Shuttle missions, training simula-
tors, rocket building and launches, scientific experiments and lectures on the past, present, 
and future of space exploration.  
 
There are three Space Camp locations: Huntsville, Ala.; Mountain View, Calif.; and Titusville, 
Fla. Tuition ranges from $550 to $875 and includes meals, lodging and program materials, but 
not transportation.  
 
The Military Child Education Coalition is now accepting applications for the Bernard Curtis 
Brown II Memorial Space Camp Scholarship. The scholarship covers full tuition including 
round trip transportation from the student's home base to Space Camp, meals, lodging and 
program materials. Student applicants must be:  
· The child of a military member on active duty or mobilized Guard or Reserve.  
· The child of a military member who died while on active duty or mobilized Guard or Reserve. 
· Enrolled in grades six through nine.  
 
Applications are available online at www.militarychild.org/child-student/space-camp-
scholarship/. For more information about Space Camp, go to www.spacecamp.com.  

Upcoming EventsñCall for exact times and locations 

Drug Prevention Night: Jan 20th 5:30pm DAFB  Youth Center 

JC Meeting: February 26th Smyrna Readiness 1:00-3:00pm  

Next Teen Weekend: 

March 30ð April 1, 2012 Mallard Lodge Smyrna, DE 

New**** 8-12 Year Old Overnight Camp 

May 4-6, 2012 Mallard Lodge Smyrna, DE 

http://www.spacecamp.com

