
 

THE MISFIT FLYER  

COMMANDERS 

CORNER  
Cpt. William White  
 

 
We departed Ft. Sill, Oklahoma on 16 

February for our long trip to Afghanistan and made it 

as far as Oklahoma City, Oklahoma due to fog in 

Kansas at our first stop. The first delay was just an 

indication of things to come for our main body and 

strat-air moves. After an overnight say, we departed 

for Kansas and picked up troops from Ft. Riley 

followed by stops in Bangor Maine where the Maine 

Troop Greeters met us, then onto Shannon Ireland, 

Romania and finally Manas Airbase in Kyrgyzstan for 

a brief 24 hour stay. It seemed to snow at every stop 

along our route and we were delayed many times. We 

departed Manus for Bagram, Afghanistan on a very 

crowded C17 and arrived at about 2230 local. We 

received the customary briefings about the doõs and 

donõts of Bagram and started training the next 

morning. We settled into our new accommodations 

known as B-huts, met with members of the 3rd CAB 

and started aircrew training in short order. As our 

aircraft arrived, they were quickly assembled by our 

hardworking crew chiefs and put to use. The pace was 

rapid and everyone stepped up to the challenge as we 

quickly assumed our missions. Everyone is doing an 

outstanding job and I am proud each Delaware 

National Guard Soldierõs hard work and sacrifice. 

Victory from above! 
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e 

FIRST SERGEANTS 

ASSESMENT  
1SG Patrick Olechny 

Morale is high among members of A/Co 

and Soldiers have started their jobs with 2-3 

GSAB Task Force Knighthawk.  The weather has 

been pretty good so far but we had a couple of 

rainy days at the FOB, which turned everything 

into mud.  PFC Walston, from the Mess Section 

was promoted to SPC.  The Battalion we fall 

under had a combat patch ceremony for us on 2 

February where they presented us with our 3ID 

combat patches. Our refueling section has moved 

to Jalalabad to set up and run a FARP there as 

contractors here handle those duties at Bagram 

Airfield.  The main body arrived in Afghanistan 

on 21 January after a long trip with numerous 

weather delays.  It was a slow start for the flight 

crews due to waiting for the Air Force to get 

our aircraft to us but upon arrival the pilots 

and crew chiefs started flying and training 

with our sister unit. With all of our Soldiers 

and aircraft here, we can start doing our 

mission at a 100%.  

  
 



 

 

COMBAT PATCH 

CEREMONY  
By 1Lt. Nick Branoff 

 
The 3rd Combat Aviation Brigade traces its 

lineage to the 3rd Aviation Company (Combat), 

which was activated and assigned to the 3rd 

Infantry Division on 1 July 1957 at Fort Benning, 

Georgia.  The unit took the lead in Army Aviation 

on 16 November 1984 and was provisionally 

activated as the US Army's first aviation brigade in 

a mechanized infantry division.  Since the 3rd 

Combat Aviation Brigadeõs inception in 1963 they 

have seen action in almost every major 

engagement the U.S. has been involved in to 

include Vietnam, the Gulf War, Operation Iraqi 

Freedom, and currently in Operation Enduring 

Freedom.  Adding another date to 3rd CABõs 

history, on 3 February 2010, LTC. Smedley, CSM. 

Blair and his staff welcomed 3-238 Command 

Aviation Company into the 3rd CAB family in a 

combat patch ceremony.  3-238 Command 

Aviation Company Soldiers are proud to be a part 

of the 3rd CAB Team. 

 

Cpt. White and 1SG Olechny receive 
3rd CAB Combat Patches on the flight 

line. 

Spc. Ramairez receives Combat 

Patch from Cpt. White 

The Misft Bunch! 



 

 

 

AVALANCHE RESCUE 

MISSION  
By Cpt. William White  

FRG NOTES AND NEWS  

FRG LEADER 

COMMENTS  

On February 9th Misfit Aviation members Cpt. 

White, CW4 Felker, SSG Smith and Sgt Hudgins 

completed their assigned mission and upon return to 

the base were placed in a stand-by status for 

response to an ongoing avalanche rescue effort. At 

approximately 1700hrs, the call came from the 

Battalion Toc for the aircrews to respond to the 

scene. Unit members departed as a flight of 6 which 

included 2 Apaches, 1 Chinook and 3 Blackhawks. 

Upon arrival nightfall had set in and a search of 

know locations for survivors ensued. While 

conducting the search, Misfit aircrews noted a bus 

flashing itõs headlights on the mountainside at over 

11,000 feet. Crews performed a recon and 

determined the area was not secured by U.S. Troops 

nor was it a designated landing zone for the mission. 

Due to nightfall and forecasted below zero 

temperatures, the crew made a landing and rescued 

3 Afghans who were still stranded on the 

mountainside.  Sadly 167 people lost their lives in 

the tragedy but over 3,000 were rescued during the 

operation. 

Happy Afghan family after rescue (above) 
Hundreds wait to be flown from the site of 

the avalanche.  (below) 

Afghan salutes U.S. Troops at BAF 
after rescue. 



 

 

 

STRAT -AIR MOVE or 

SLOW AIR MOVE  
By Cpt. Andy Loyer 

After our òmain bodyó Soldiers departed Ft. 

Sill for Afghanistan 12 Soldiers, equipment and 

our 8 aircraft were loaded onto several C-5õs for 

transport to Bagram Airfield.  With the 

equipment loaded and tied down we climbed 

the ladder to our seats.  With room for 70 in the 

upper deck of the C5 Galaxy, we had plenty of 

area to stretch out for the very cold 15-hour 

flight.  We landed early evening in Ramstein, 

Germany so the aircraft could take on fuel and 

the crew could get some much needed crew 

rest.  True to form, the C-5 was delayed due to 

maintenance, then it was delayed due weather, 

then it was delayed to ground crew issues, then 

it was delayed due to destination weather, until 

finally it was delayed because the delays caused 

a log jam at the airport.  We all joked that Air 

Mobility Command or AMC stands for 

airplane might come. After a lengthy delay, one 

evening as we sat down to dinner we were told 

our aircraft was moved to top priority and was 

leaving in a few hours.  We dropped our forks 

and stuffed our clothes in our overnight bags for 

a hurried taxi ride to the terminal. After the last 

6 hours of our flight, we arrived at Bagram 

Airfield and were greeted by unit members who 

quickly integrated us into the training program 

while our aircraft were unloaded and assembly 

started without delay.  

Blackhawks being unloaded from a  

WVANG  C5 

Blackhawks being unloaded after long 

journey to Bagram, Afghanistan 

Blackhawks tail to tail in the C5 Galaxy 


